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Initiative to Humanely Control Stray
Cats includes High-Tech Deterrents

VICTORIA, BC (January 31, 2007) An Indiana-based organization that helps control
stray and feral cat populations offers some unique deterrents for residents who’d prefer to

keep their properties cat free.

IndyFeral, “a resource for caretakers and friends of stray and feral cats” is one of
a growing number of not-for-profit organizations offering Trap-Neuter-Return (TNR) and
colony management assistance for un-owned, free-roaming cats (thought to number in the
tens of millions across the United States). Through this program, stray and feral (wild)
cats are humanely trapped, evaluated, vaccinated and sterilized by a veterinarian before
being returned to their familiar habitat. According to proponents of the program, TNR
can benefit communities by humanely reducing the number of feral cats over time, which
in turn can help reduce euthanasia rates, and address public concerns ranging from

perceived health risks to property damage and wildlife predation.

Though this strategy has proven to be a humane and cost-etfective way to help
control the free-roaming cat population, some residents would rather not have feral cats
on their property at all. To address these concerns, Lisa Tudor, executive director of
IndyFeral Inc. recommends residents equip their gardens with a motion-activated
deterrent such as the CatStop® ultrasonic cat deterrent from Contech Electronics. “We’ve
had a good response from this type of deterrent,” said Tudor. “It monitors quite a large
area (280 square feet), and when a cat approaches, it emits an ultrasonic sound that’s
harmless to cats, but encourages them to keep away. If someone doesn’t want cats in the

garden or under the deck. it’s definitely worth a try.”
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